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NEWSLETTER NO. 3

Dear Parents, Staff and Governors
I have been delighted this week to award so many certificates, bookmarks and badges to all of the
children who have earned a place in the Values Book or the Excellence Book over the past week.
Monday's Worship was especially significant as I was able to award badges to the top 4 pupils in the
school. These pupils were nominated by their teacher and interviewed by me. They have many ideas to
increase playtime opportunities and have already started a playtime partner scheme to build friendships
across the year groups.
Our Top Four this year are:
Head Boy:
LD
Head Girl:
ES
Deputy Head Boy:
SK
Deputy Head Girl:
IB
I hope you like the new certificates. I believe it is very important that the children receive a personally
signed and presented certificate in recognition of their hard work and effort.
Parental questionnaire
Please remember that next Friday 29th September is the deadline for replies to the online questionnaire.
This is the questionnaire used by Ofsted in all schools across the country and will provide a valuable
insight for me into the strengths and challenges the school faces as we move forward together. Thank
you to all who have already taken part. Please go to: https://goo.gl/forms/0jNAJCe2iXEcfkcA3
School Photographs
We understand from some parents that the photographs taken by Cardwell and Simons are
disappointing. We have contacted them and asked them to redo the photographs, including those
involving younger siblings not at school. The date when they will be in school again is Monday 16th
October from 8:30 am. For those of you who have already sent in orders to us, you can either collect
the envelope back or leave it with us for the time being. If you have ordered online and you wish to wait
until you’ve seen the retaken photograph, please contact Cardwell and Simons direct on 02380 773834
and they will be happy to refund your payment.
Extra money for school
The government will give our school a Pupil Premium of £1,320 per pupil if your child is entitled to free
school meals. This also applies to infant children, those in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 who would
have been entitled to free school meals under the old system. However, for school and your child to
benefit from this money we need to know that you are receiving a qualifying benefit. If you are, please
let us know as soon as possible by completing a Free School Meal form. These can be found on the
Wiltshire Council website (follow the ‘Schools and Colleges’ heading) or from Mrs Agland in the office.
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A day in the life of Owls and Year 1, Meet the Teacher
Next Thursday 28th September is an opportunity to discover what your little Owls are getting up to in a
typical day! The question and answer session runs from 9-9:40 am with Mrs Tanner in the hall.
Following on from this, Mrs Smith invites her Year 1 parents to ‘Meet the Teacher’. We look forward to
seeing as many Owls’ and Elephants’ parents as possible
Flat Stanley
Many of you will remember "Flat Stanley" from your own school days! I am delighted to say that he has
arrived in Alderbury, all the way from Winfield, Iowa, USA! We have him for one month, and are looking
for families who can take him out and about and take pictures of him visiting landmarks in the local
area. If you are able to help him get out and about, please speak to Mrs Agland, who will be more than
happy to let you borrow him for an evening or weekend! We will require photographic proof to send
back with him to America!
Request from Mrs Pallas
Are you able to commit to an afternoon each week to listen to children in Year 3 read and to test them
on their times tables? If you cannot do an afternoon, a morning is also possible. Please let either Mrs
Pallas or Mrs Agland know, thank you.
Time with teachers in the morning
In order to get the day started as smoothly as possible we are asking parents to communicate only
short messages to class teachers as they let your children in to school first thing in the morning. If your
message can be given to Mrs Agland, she will be more than happy to pass it on for you. If you have
something to discuss that you would prefer to speak to the class teacher direct about that may require
more time, please contact Mrs Agland to arrange an appointment for you after school. Thank you.
“What’s in my fridge?” Competition for KS2
HC3S, our catering company, are running an exciting competition for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 with a brand
new scooter being the prize! ‘What’s in my fridge?’ cards have gone down to classes today and each
day, starting from Monday 25th September until Friday 6th October, children having hot school lunches
will receive a sticker from the kitchen for their card. At the end of the two weeks, all completed cards
with 10 stickers on them, will be entered into the prize draw. A winner will be picked from ‘the hat’ the
week beginning Monday 9th October.
Harvest Service
Our Harvest Service, led by Rev. Beth, will be held on Wednesday 4th October at 2:30 pm in the hall.
This year we are asking for tinned and packaged products for the Alabare Bungalow in the village.
Years 2 and 5 will be involved in the Service but all parents, grandparents etc are welcome to attend.
Reminder
A polite reminder to tie back long hair please. This helps to avoid the spread of head lice. Thank you.
Toast at break time for KS2
Mrs Telfer, along with MS and SV, will be serving buttered toast at break times for 20p a slice. This will
start next week with Year 6 being offered toast on Tuesday 26th and Year 5 on Wednesday 27th
September, followed by Year 4 on Tuesday 3rd and Year 3 on Wednesday 4th October. If you would like
your child to enjoy some delicious warm toast please send them in with 20p on their chosen day and
look out for the sign-up sheets on the notice board.
Alderbury Carousel Events Grand Draw.
Tickets for the Grand Draw are now available from AWGS admin office. £1 each or £5 for a book of 5
(please bring in the correct money as change cannot be given). 1st Prize £100, 2nd Prize £50 and over
£500 of other prizes including family days out, Panto tickets, meals for two and shop vouchers.

Nurturing lives through Christian Values

Plea for help with our new chicks
We have six chicks in the chicken coup and we are hoping, as before, to set up a rota of willing parents
to help us look after them at weekends and during the holidays. If you are able to help please let Mrs
Agland or Mrs Wood know. Thank you.
Family Autumn Drop-in Coffee Morning – 23rd September 10:30 am-12 noon, West Grimstead
Village Hall
Bring your children, your relatives, neighbours and friends, bring anyone you like – and bring your dog
too! Come and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea and a slice of cake for £1.00 or 50p each. In addition, there
is the opportunity to purchase attractive items including hand-made cards, home-made jams, chutneys
and preserves, local honey and to have a chat with Rev Beth Hutton. Do have a look at our home
produce table where there are cakes and other home bakes to buy. Try your luck on the tombola –
there are many attractive prizes to be won! Everyone welcome!
Diary Dates – new dates underlined
September
Thursday 28th
9-9:40 am ‘A Day in the Life of Owls’ Q&A session with Mrs Tanner
9:40-10 am Year 1 ‘Meet the Teacher’
Monday 25thHC3S Competition for KS2 ‘What’s in my fridge?’
th
Friday 6 October
October
Wednesday 4th
2:30 pm Harvest Festival - food collection for Alabare
th
Monday 16
8:30 am Cardwell and Simons, School Photographer
Tuesday 17th
Year 3 to Butser Ancient Farm – letter to follow
th
Wednesday 18
TD Day NO CHILDREN IN SCHOOL
Thursday 19thFriday 27th
HALF-TERM HOLIDAY
Monday 30th
Poppies on sale
November
Monday 6thYear 5 to Braeside – letter to follow
Wednesday 8th
Wednesday 15th
1-7:00 pm Parent/Teacher consultations
Thursday 30th
Year 3 to Roman Baths, Bath – letter to follow
December
Tuesday 19th
Christmas Jumper Day
Christmas Lunch
th
Wednesday 20
1:45 pm Christingle Service at St Mary’s Church
Thursday 21stWednesday 3rd January
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
January 2018
Thursday 4th
TD Day NO CHILDREN IN SCHOOL
March 2018
Thursday 29th
TD Day NO CHILDREN IN SCHOOL
June 2018
Monday 25th
TD Day NO CHILDREN IN SCHOOL
Best wishes
Mr Thorpe
Head Teacher
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